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I’ve had so many conversations with adult friends and colleagues during
2017 that reflected concerns about deep divisions within our country,
our state, and our city. Many people have felt a lack of hope. In these
challenging times, my greatest source for hope is rooted in the insights,
empathy, and creativity of our young people around the country and
particularly our youth leaders at Alternatives.
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One statistic in particular stands out:
					

87% of young people at Alternatives report improving at getting
along with others who are different from themselves.

Additionally, 96% of our young people report developing at least one new skill during their time in
Alternatives’ programs and services. Some of these skills include:
• How to work in a group or team to accomplish a goal
• How to think through and make decisions
• How to apply conflict resolution skills to different situations with peers, family,
and community
Alternatives works to create opportunities for young people to think critically about their environments,
explore their identities, try new things, and learn from both their successes and failures. When provided
with support and leadership opportunities, youth are more likely to build the skills and confidence they
need to succeed. Creating these opportunities for our young people today will help ensure a better
future for all of us.
Alternatives’ programs and services have a long-term impact through our young people. We know this
anecdotally from young people as they grow up in the programs, and we can see it in our program
evaluations -- 82% feel more confident about their abilities than before participating in the program.
We have included multiple stories and program spotlights in this report that highlight the importance of
Alternatives’ youth-led approach in working with young people. I’m happy to be able to share these with
you because I know they will give you the same feelings of optimism that they do for me.

Judith M. Gall
Executive Director
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HEALTH CENTER
ADVOCACY DAY
School-based health centers are a powerful, uniquely-positioned
resource that provide behavioral health services to youth who
would otherwise lack access to the care they need and deserve.
Alternatives continues to advocate for the sustainable expansion
of these services, and youth testimonies often make the most
powerful argument.
In April 2017, students who work with our therapists at Senn and
Roosevelt High Schools’ health centers traveled to Springfield
to share their voice in EverThrive’s annual Youth Advocacy Day.
Students had the chance to advocate that legislators increase
funding and support for school-based health centers and other
critical services for youth. Students from Roosevelt had the
opportunity to speak with Rep. Jaime Andrade, Jr. from District
40 about the positive impact the services they received through
the health center had on them, and penned a letter to Governor
Rauner imploring him to support increased funding for behavioral
health services. Many students reported that they felt inspired to
make a difference and appreciated the opportunity to connect with
other young leaders. Even more exciting: HB3709 was passed by
both houses and signed by Governor Rauner, removing barriers to
counseling services for at-risk youth. This important bill went into
effect on January 1, 2018!

(Above) Members of the Illinois General Assembly on Advocacy Day.
(Below) Behavioral Health Therapist, Michelle Guevara,
pictured on the right.
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YOUTH-LED COMMUNITY
ASSESSMENT
At Phillips High School, participants in Girl World and MAVReC (Men
Against Violence Research Collaborative) came together to discuss
the strengths and needs of their communities. These discussions
resulted in a youth-focused resource guide and a community action
plan for the Chicago communities of Douglas, Oakland, Fuller Park,
Kenwood, Washington Park, Hyde Park, and Woodlawn.
Participants expressed feeling like there was a lack of investment in
their neighborhoods and set out on a community scanning project
to demonstrate the number of vacant lots in the area. Youth took an
active role identifying the lots and also discussed what it meant for
their safety and sense of belonging in their communities.
Through this process, they also developed a Youth Resource
Guide that is now available on the Alternatives website at www.
alternativesyouth.org/youth-resource-guide. It includes a wide
range of programs and essential services. To disseminate this
information, they also helped design palm cards which include links
to the resource guide along with several important hotlines for
Chicago’s young people.
Next, they engaged in an ideal community brainstorm session,
and identified primary needs such as safe spaces, educational
programs, and employment opportunities. These ideas culminated
in a Community Action Plan that included creative proposals
for intergenerational service projects aimed at building stronger
relationships while beautifying our neighborhoods. Alternatives staff
are working with young people to put these plans into action.

(Above) Vacant lot on 3700 S. State St. from the community scanning project.
(Below) Alternatives’ Youth Resource Guide palm cards.
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PEACE AMBASSADOR RJAM
Alternatives’ Restorative Justice team organized
its largest summer training program yet, the Peace
Ambassador RJAM, with approximately 60 young people
at three different sites.
When musicians get together to “jam,” they get to share
their unique skills and knowledge, as well as learn from the
other musicians. In a similar way, the Peace Ambassador
RJAM facilitated dialogue, sharing circles, inspiring guest
speakers, ceremony, live music, artistic expression, games,
movement, participant-led workshops, gardening, and
community volunteer opportunities. Young people and staff
spent time building community, going deeper into learning
and understanding restorative justice, holistic health,
sharing places of growth and struggle, and co-creating
inspiration and vision.
Peace Ambassadors had daily activities to develop a range
of social and emotional skills, confidence, and knowledge
that will empower them to make strong connections
between what they learn and how they can improve
their schools and communities. The program included
weekly trips to local community gardens where the Peace
Ambassadors supported their neighbors and learned about
planting and nutrition. Additionally, they went on weekly
fieldtrips to destinations like the National Museum of
Mexican Art, the Chicago Botanical Gardens, Chinatown,
and Navy Pier. Each trip facilitated team building and
included opportunities to practice the restorative justice
knowledge and skills learned.

As they are learning about the importance of empowering
their communities through the social justice context of
community-building, the Peace Ambassadors led two
Harambees. Harambee means “Let us all pull together”
in Swahili. The Harambee philosophy pulls the community
together along with their assets and resources to implement
community development. The first mid-summer Harambee
was a “Teach In” where guest speakers shared their
knowledge about important topics identified by our young
people as themes that impact their daily lives.
The end of summer Harambee was an opportunity for Peace
Ambassadors to teach each other and their peers in circle
formation all of what they were able to learn throughout
the Peace Ambassador RJAM. This event was a powerful
opportunity for them to reflect on their journey as Peace
Ambassadors, increase the knowledge and skills they
were taught throughout the summer, and then apply it by
teaching their peers and other community members.
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AUDREY LASHLEY SPOTLIGHT
As we spotlight the important role of youth voice and
youth leadership in our programs, two consistent core
commitments throughout our history, we felt it was
important to ask a young person in our programs to share
thoughts on these topics as well. Alternatives caught up with
one youth participant, Audrey Lashley, who has participated
in multiple programs.

What do you think
most adults don’t
understand about
teenagers?
That they can do
things. Because some
adults think, like, since
we’re teenagers and
we’re young, we do the
How long have you been coming to Alternatives and which
wrong things or we do
programs have you participated in?
foolish things, but if
My name is Audrey Lashley, and I attend Nicholas Senn High school, they give us a chance
and I’m a junior. So far, I’ve been here for a year—no,
to show them different, you know, we can change their mind.
two years—and last year I was in Girl World and right now I’m
in Urban Arts.
Why do you think it is important for young people to
We wanted to include you in this report because multiple staff
members said they think of you as a leader in the program. Why
do you think that is?
I think that because I help a lot, I help around, and I don’t know
what to say! Like if anyone has trouble. We worked on this play,
and then I helped them edit the script and stuff so it can make
more sense.
What does leadership mean to you?
Responsibility. It takes a lot of responsibility to become a leader.
What do you think is the most important thing you’ve learned
or experienced at Alternatives?
To have respect for others even though they can be disrespectful
to you.

take on leadership?
Because they can change the world. And people change the
world by their actions. And, you know, it’s like a cycle. When
they grow old, then the other young people can come in and
it keeps itself going.

Do you have any last words?
My last words is…just Urban Arts is a safe place to me. When
I hear Urban Arts, I hear safe place for youth to stay at, or to
participate at. And it’s fun, it’s not one of the boring places
that you go to, you can do many activities and you can just
be yourself and whatever you do, everybody can see.
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YOUTH-LED SUBSTANCE
ABUSE PREVENTION
Alternatives’ approach to substance abuse prevention
focuses on engaging young people in critically reflecting
on their experiences and their surroundings. Both Girl
World and MAVReC engaged in youth participatory action
research projects related to substance abuse, and the
different experiences of the participants led those projects in
very different directions.
The young men in MAVReC compiled and analyzed their
own original research in the form of case studies of
substance abuse from their own lives and those of people
they know within their own community. This led to an
analysis of root causes of substance abuse including, but
not limited to, poverty, abuse, mass incarceration, police
brutality, violence, trauma, lack of community investment,
and lack of access to healthcare. They compared their
findings with other academic research they found online
and made presentations of their findings to Health classes
throughout their school.
In Girl World, their experiences related to substance
abuse were more focused on how it can be used as a
coping mechanism for a range of challenges. They began
exploring healthier strategies for self-care, including some
types of teas and essential oils. They found these healthier
alternatives to be so effective that they wanted to share this
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information with their peers and create a social enterprise
to help other girls use them too. They developed a business
plan and visited multiple health-focused small businesses to
learn what it takes to be successful.
Alternatives’ substance abuse prevention work also
includes youth-led Communications Campaigns within two
high schools. Students from Senn High School created a
campaign poster that focused on the harms of marijuana
dependency. These students wanted to encourage their
peers to think about alternative ways for having fun without
using a substance.
These highly analytical and
creative projects bear little
resemblance to the D.A.R.E.
model of the 80s and 90s or
its broadly recognized slogan
-- “Just say no”. When young
people have the space to
reflect on their experiences
and think critically about their
surroundings, the richness
of the content and the skills
they develop are a much
more compelling deterrent to
substance abuse.

SUBSTANCE
ABUSE TREATMENT
Youth voice is meaningfully included in Alternatives’ counseling and
substance abuse treatment services. Young people set their own
treatment goals and participate in assessing their own progress
toward those goals. Our approach to substance abuse treatment
has always reflected a harm reduction philosophy, so, while many
young people set the goal to stop using drugs or alcohol entirely,
some also decide to set the goal of reducing the frequency or
amount of their use. This aligns with our broader approach of
valuing the insights that young people bring to our work, so if they
feel that is the best approach for them, our therapists listen to and
respect that perspective. Because the young people we work with
are in a transitional phase, moving toward adulthood, it is especially
important that they are given the opportunity to make
and reflect on their own decisions.
The specific evidence-based practice that Alternatives uses
acknowledges that a young person’s environment and supportive
relationships are both of huge importance. This model, called the
Adolescent Community Reinvestment Approach (A-CRA), places a
significant emphasis on young people connecting in a positive way
with friends, family members, and the broader community, using
those supports to address the needs that they had been treating
with substances.

Our approach is extremely effective.

78%

During Fiscal Year 2017, among the young people
we work with on issues of substance abuse, 78%
met their goal of stopping or reducing their use
of substances.

79%
79% improved their relationships with their
parents or caregivers.
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS!

FY17 FINANCIALS

$50,000+
Anonymous
Crown Family Philanthropies
CTU Foundation
Get IN Chicago
Heartland Health Centers
Michael Reese Health Trust
Polk Bros. Foundation

Revenue

Total Revenue $3,454,496
Corporate and Foundation - 39.4%
Illinois Department of Human Services - 29.7%
City of Chicago & Cook County - 11.1%
Chicago Public Schools - 8.2%
Miscellaneous (Program fees, Medicaid, In-kind donations) - 5.2%
Individual - 5.1%
Special Events - 1.3%

Expenses

Youth Development Services - 47.1%
Clinical Services - 28.7%
Administration - 14.0%
Fundraising - 10.3%

Statement of Financial Position
Assets
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Liabilities and Net Assets
$1,247,425

Current liabilities:			

$413,234
$925,243

Net property and equipment:

$979,777

Mortgage and line of credit:

Permanently restricted funds:

$138,000

Total Liabilities: 			

$1,338,477

Total Net Assets: 		

$1,026,725

Total liabilities and net assets:

$2,365,202

Total assets: 			

$10,000-$24,999
Barker Welfare Foundation
Children First Fund
Friends of Northside College Prep
Meredith George
Northern Trust Charitable Trust
Ravenswood Health Care Foundation
$5,000-$9,999
Chicago Teachers Union
Larry & Char Damron
Randall & Sally Doubet-King
Catherine E. Wilson Trust  
The SMB Help Desk, LLC
Taft Stettinius & Hollister LLP
The Siragusa Foundation
Toys R Us

Total Expenses: $3,582,779

Total current assets:

$25,000-$49,999
After School Matters
Communities United
Public Health Institute of Metropolitan Chicago
Topfer Family Foundation
VNA Foundation

$2,365,202

$1,000-$4,999
Allow Good
Anonymous
Associated Agencies
Beazley USA Services, Inc.
Jeffrey Becker
Sally Beverly
Bob’s Discount Furniture
Citizens Charitable Foundation
Michael & Susan Cramarosso
Cy Peiser Foundation
Desmond & Ahern, Ltd.
Peter & Lou Dickson
J. Scott & Rebecca Etzler
Francis Beidler Foundation
Judith M. Gall
Garnetta Kramer Charitable Foundation
Gregory Stewart & Dr. Paul Turner
Ozzie & Cheni Godinez
Golden Apple Foundation
Golub Capital

Michael & Robin Iser
Ann Kennedy
David & Karla Levine
David & Pamela Harrington
Debra Levis & Emanuel Tabachnik
John Q. & Carol McKinnon
Larry & Jeanne McLaughlin
Scott & Ellen McLaughlin
Mamta Mujumdar
Multi Latino Marketing
Anonymous
ONE Northside
Polly Reese
S & C Electric Co
Ellen Sadur
Ned Schaub & Hòa Voscott
Larry & Ardis Sophian
Heather Steans & Leo Smith
Jennifer Steans
Cat Tager
United Health Foundation
Catherine & Brant C. Weidner
Constance & Hugh Williams
Gifford & Paula Zimmerman
$100-$999
AbbVie Employee Engagement Fund
James Aevaliotis & Devon De Mayo
Jennifer Andert
Wendy & Jason Apple
Kathryn Arnold
Julie Badel & Russ Kratowicz
Ajay Balachandran
Michael Barone
Karen & Joe Behles
Marshall Blankenship & Susana Perdomo Blankenship
Jackie & Demetrius Bonin
Omer Bozok
Katherine, Egan & Hugh Brinkman
Mike Brody & Libby Ester
Roberta Buchanan & John B. Buchanan
Elizabeth Buino
R. Peter Carey & Lois Lipton
Colleen Carrillo
Ann & Brent Carstensen
Julie Chelcun
Chicago Office Technology Group
Richard Conser & Rev. Nan W. Conser
Gerald Corrigan
Lina Cramer
Carmen Curet & Charles Hudson
Darien Delorenzo & Beverley Edge
Andrew & Carol DePaul
Shefali Desai

Jane Dewey
Bill Dolnick & Rachel Abramson
Andrea Durbin
Nancy Ebert
Sabrina Edelhauser
Ilana Emmett
Kerry Flory
Frank Gassmann
Stephanie Frank & Peter C. Eckart
Mary & Gene Freedman
Gerry & Katheryne Gall
Lawrence & Mollie Griffin
Betty Guilfoile
Traci Hailpern
Michael Harris
Timothy Harris & Cynthia Barnes Harris
Judith Homer
Mark & Mary Hoppe
Molly Horan & Marilyn Schroeder
Emily Hoselton
Lily Hwang
Illinois Balanced and Restorative Justice Project
Stephen Jensik
JMT Consulting
Adrianne & Paul Johnson
Jeffrey & Marianne Johnson
Lynne Jones
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
Meghan Kelly  
Lavetta Kirksey
Justine Knizeski & Alan Hollander
Yves Lassere
Michael Levine
Dan Levis
Greg & Mary Lunn
Julie & Bruce McBratney
Marty McConnell
Kathleen McLaughlin
Mary Melendez
Charles Michalek
Ed Miller & Dale Singleton
Marco Morales
Richard Morgan & Wamucii Njogu
John Munson
Robert Nauert & Heidi Kiesler
Gail Nelson & John E. Minor
TEC Services
Marie-Louise O`Loughlin
Matthew & Barbara O’Hara
Paula Oldeg
Ana Palominos
Juan Palominos
Stanley Parzen & Lynne M. Raimondo
Chernawsky Paul
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Pauline Warren & Joan Castle Foundation
Jarrett & Trisha Payton
Revelle Peritz
Saralyn Peritz & Howard Shidlowsky
Joseph & Joan Posewick
Lynne Raimondo & Stanley J. Parzen
Laura Reed & Dan Walker
Robin & Timm Reynolds
Sarah Reynolds
Leslie Rice
Dan Roberts
Renny Roberts
Alberto Rodriguez
Kirsten Rokke
Richard Rutschman & Margaret Dublin
Carol Schmidt & Alberto Rodriguez
Ken & Marilyn Schroeder
Schwab Charitable Fund
Mary Scott-Boria
Paula & John Shapiro
Barclay Sheegog

Josh Singh
Richa Singhal
Allan Slagel
Steven Somlar
Gregory Stiener & Wendy Brusick
Dan Tarlock & Vivien Gross
Kenneth Towns
Uptown United
Philip & Becki Utigard
Darran Wee & David Single
Katrina Weimholt
Janice & Scott Weinstein
Mary Blair Wellensiek & Karl Peters
Richard Westerfield & Betsy A. Meisenheimer
Sarah Whalen

$99 and under
We also greatly appreciate our hundreds of donors
who made gifts under $100.
*Please note that this list includes only those gifts
made by a specific individual or nongovernmental
organization between July 1, 2016 and
June 30, 2017.

Your collective impact on the organization is immense.
Your support is important to us.

4730 N. Sheridan Rd.
Chicago, IL 60640
773-506-7474

VISIT US ONLINE
www.alternativesyouth.org
Follow us on online

facebook.com/alternativesyouth

@alternativesinc

